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NEW FROM VITAMIN ANGELS

Monitoring and Supervisory Checklist
Vitamin Angels is excited to announce the launch of a
Monitoring and Supervisory Checklist to support
partners in monitoring their own nutrition interventions
for vitamin A supplementation and deworming in children
6 – 59 months and multiple micronutrient supplementation
(MMS) for pregnant women. The checklist allows partners
to assess their organization’s supply availability,
service provider training, service delivery performance,
and product inventory conditions. Based on results, a
generated report summarizes successes as well as
recommends specific action steps that partners
can take to make any improvements to their program!
This new digital tool can be accessed through Vitamin
Angels' mobile app. Instructions on how to use the
checklist, as well as a printable version of the tool can
be found on our website.
If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions to
improve this tool, feel free to contact the Vitamin Angels
Monitoring and Evaluation Unit at me@vitaminangels.org.

Learning Solutions Activities Summary
ACCESS TOOL
			

More
Tools
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INSTRUCTIONS

See Vitamin Angels' 2020 learning accomplishments
in our newly released summary here.

Vitamin Angels provides a variety of courses and resources to support
program partners with service delivery, reporting, and monitoring. These
resources are provided in multiple languages and can be found here.
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DOWNLOAD NOW

RESEARCH UPDATES

The Latest Research on Maternal and
Child Nutrition
The Lancet recently published the latest Series on Maternal and Child Undernutrition.
Key messages from each of the included papers can be found below.

 ocial Inequalities &
S
Nutritional Status

Sustainable
Development

Nutrition
Interventions

Revisiting maternal and child
undernutrition in low-income and
middle-income countries: variable
progress towards an unfinished
agenda
Cesar G Victora, Parul Christian,
Luis Paulo Vidaletti, Giovanna GaticaDomínguez, Purnima Menon,
Robert E Black

Mobilising evidence, data, and
resources to achieve global
maternal and child undernutrition
targets and the Sustainable
Development Goals: an agenda
for action
Rebecca A Heidkamp, Ellen Piwoz,
Stuart Gillespie, Emily C Keats, Mary
R D'Alimonte, Purnima Menon, and
others

Effective interventions to address
maternal and child malnutrition:
an update of the evidence
Emily C Keats, Jai K Das, Rehana
A Salam, Zohra S Lassi, Aamer
Imdad, Robert E Black, and others

• S
 ocial inequalities affect the
nutritional status of women and
children
• H
 igh prevalence of
micronutrient deficiencies in
women and children remains
• D
 ata availability has improved,
but major gaps must be
addressed
• G
 reater attention should be
focused on maternal nutrition
and first 1,000 days of life

• Work must be done across
health systems, food systems
and social protection systems to
reach undernutrition targets
• Greater financial investment in
nutrition was needed prior to the
pandemic, but COVID-19 has
increased needs by $1.2 billion
per year
• Nutrition for Growth Summit is an
opportunity to demonstrate
commitment to addressing
undernutrition

• E
 vidence supports the use of
MMS over IFA to improve
pregnancy outcomes
• V
 itamin A supplementation
is still recommended for
children 6-59 months

ACCESS LANCET SERIES

You can learn more about how Vitamin Angels supports these findings in our open letter
LEARN MORE
3

| Vitamin Angels Program Partner News | Issue 11

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Announcing the Launch of the Healthy Mothers
Healthy Babies Consortium
Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies (HMHB) provides an inclusive, collaborative, and comprehensive platform for multiple micronutrient supplementation (MMS) advocates to shape
and drive a shared agenda for MMS implementation, adoption, and adherence.
The HMHB Consortium’s mission is to improve maternal nutrition through collective action by Consortium members to accelerate availability and effective use of MMS in low- and middle-income countries.
Organizations and individuals active in maternal nutrition and MMS are invited to JOIN the Consortium as a
member. Organizations that are not able to join as members are given the option to join as observers.
As such they can participate in Consortium meetings.

LEARN MORE
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BECOME A MEMBER
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JOIN EMAIL LIST

AROUND THE WORLD

Latin America & the Caribbean

HOSPITAL DEL NIÑO DE
DURANGO
Mexico

FAECARE FOUNDATION
Nigeria

Located in southern Nigeria, FAECARE Foundation’s initial

For many children living in rural parts of the Durango

focus was to reach rural, remote communities, but it soon

Municipality in Mexico, Hospital del Niño’s “Municipal

became clear that inner-city children were also facing

Children’s Hospital in Your Community” program is their

obstacles to accessing vitamin A and albendazole.

best opportunity to access pediatric services. Teams of

FAECARE expanded their distribution program to address

hospital service providers travel to remote communities to

the need. FAECARE collaborates with Vitamin Angels,

provide diagnoses, medications free of charge, and Vitamin

churches, schools, private clinics, and government bodies,

Angels-supported nutrition interventions. This program helps

allowing them to reach children in both rural and urban com-

Hospital del Niño reach more underserved children beyond

munities in the Niger Delta Region. Many of the community

those they reach through their preventative medicine depart-

members they serve are very receptive to the nutrition inter-

ment within the hospital itself. Their ability to offer free health

ventions they offer because FAECARE makes it a priority to

services widely throughout Durango, combined with the

educate their community about the importance of micronutri-

media campaigns they coordinate with the municipal

ents. Their wide distribution is also made possible through a

government, has helped them facilitate a very successful

network of hardworking volunteers who complete online and

vitamin distribution program. Hospital del Niño wants to

in-person courses to ensure proper distribution techniques

encourage other potential program partners to expand

are used. By recruiting a large pool of well-trained volun-

beyond the hospitals and bring support directly to remote

teers, FAECARE is always ready to offer nutrition services

and vulnerable communities who may not have local

when new opportunities to serve their community arise.

access to health services.
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Africa
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AROUND THE WORLD

Asia

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF WORKS AGENCY
(UNRWA)
The United Nations Relief Works Agency (UNRWA) has been delivering comprehensive primary healthcare services to Palestine refugees for over 70 years. Vitamin
Angels is honored to work with their programs in Gaza, Jordan, and the West Bank
to provide micronutrient supplementation for thousands of children at risk for vitamin
A deficiency.

West Bank

Jordan

UNRWA serves refugee populations in and out of

Approximately 2.3 million registered refugees live in Jordan,

camps with 43 primary health care centers in the West
Bank, including East Jerusalem. They also help people
access secondary and tertiary care through a network
of contracted hospitals. Their high-quality service and
steady presence in the area have helped the West Bank
UNRWA team earn the trust of the refugee population
in the West Bank. This trust, combined with frequent
awareness campaigns, improves adherence to the
nutrition interventions they offer. During the
COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns, UNRWA health care
centers reduced capacity to ensure proper social
distancing could take place. Although the lockdowns
led to a reduction in their vitamin A distribution rates, the
highly committed UNRWA team adapted by launching
emergency activities to ensure they were still providing
care to those who were most at risk and most impacted
by movement restrictions.
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including thousands displaced by the civil conflict in Syria.
Between 10 official camps and 3 unofficial camps, the Jordan
UNRWA team delivers over 85 medical consultations per day
on average. Their 25 health care centers are filled with highly
motivated staff and well-structured technical guidelines that
allow their distribution efforts to run smoothly. When the
Jordanian government imposed lockdowns due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the UNRWA team reduced their
services in order to mitigate viral community transmission.
As lockdown restrictions were lifted, the UNRWA team worked
tirelessly to follow up with children who had missed their vitamin
A doses during that time. The Jordan UNWRA team has strong
vaccine coverage rates, so by linking the vitamin A distribution
schedule with immunization appointments, they have been able
to increase adherence and provide vitamin A to more children
in need.

AROUND THE WORLD
Additional Resources
FREE ADOLESCENT
NUTRITION AND
ANAEMIA COURSE
FROM NUTRITION
INTERNATIONAL

Designed by Nutrition International’s
world-class team of technical experts
and program implementers, this course
fills a critical gap in knowledge.
It provides practical information to
apply to regional, national, and global
programs geared toward helping adolescents thrive and fulfill their potential.
This course is offered in nine languages
and can be accessed here.

GLOBAL HEALTH
ADVOCACY INCUBATOR
The Global Health Advocacy Incubator

USA and Canada

BOND COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
FL, United States

designs advocacy campaigns that
systematically address the human and
economic costs of preventable deaths.

The Bond Community Health Center provides valuable services for underserved pregnant women in Leon County, Florida. In this county, the Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) is 8.4,
above the Florida state average of 6.0. Many of the patients the health center serves
are experiencing poverty or a lack of access to transportation. These obstacles make
it more difficult for their patients to access health care, nutritious food, and prenatal

GHAI has developed a suite of free
tools to help you begin an advocacy
campaign. Access the tools related to
campaign planning, risk assessment,
implementation, and more here.

multiple micronutrient supplements (MMS). Some of their patients have faced additional
hardships during the past year, due the Covid-19 pandemic, but the Bond Community
Health Center staff has been working hard to continue to provide high quality services,
often free of charge. The staff distributes MMS during initial appointments for obstetrician services, where the service providers also explain the importance of taking
prenatal MMS during pregnancy. To encourage adherence, the Bond Community Health
Center staff has also put together informational packets to give to patients during initial
obstetrician services, which include educational brochures and magnets to remind
women to take their daily prenatal MMS.

SUGGESTIONS FOR TOPICS FOR OUR
NEXT NEWSLETTER?
We would love to hear from you on which
topics you would find most
useful in our next newsletter. Please send
suggestions and feedback to
programs@vitaminangels.org.
We look forward to hearing from you!

CALL FOR HANDMADE ITEMS. Does your organization produce local handicrafts such as
bracelets, coin purses, or other accessories? Vitamin Angels and our donors occasionally
need to purchase items like these for special events. If you are interested in being added
to our contact list for when these opportunities arise, please contact Jenna Wolff at
jwolff@vitaminangels.org.

7

| Vitamin Angels Program Partner News | Issue 11

